Islamic Ideology - Names of Allâh 1996 : Al-Quddous (The Holy)
Praise be to Allah, the Lord of Creations, and Peace and blessings be upon our prophet Muhammad, the faithful
and the honest.
Oh, Allah, w e know nothing but w hat You teach us. You are the All- Know er, the Wise. Oh Allah, teach us
w hat is good for us, and benefit us from w hat You taught us, and increase our know ledge. Show us the
righteous things as righteous and help us to do them, and show us the bad things as bad and help us to keep
aw ay from them.
O Allah our Lord, lead us out from the depths of darkness and illusion, unto the lights of erudition and
know ledge, and from the muddy shallow s of lusts unto the heavens of Your Vicinity.

Allâh’s Beautiful Name: Al-Quddous:

Now w e go to the second of Allah’s Beautiful Divine Names and Attributes, Al-Quddous (The Holy). Allah,
Most Gracious, says
“He is Allah: There is no god but Him , the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of
security, the Watcher over His creatures, the All-Mighty, the Com peller, the Suprem e. Glory be to
Allah! (High is He) above all that they associate as partners w ith Him .”
[LIX; 23]

He also says
“Whatsoever is in the heavens and w hatsoever is in the earth glorifies Allah. His is the Kingdom ,
and to Him belong all the praises and thanks, and He is Pow erful over all things.”
[LXIV; 1]

But before w e set out to talk about this Great Divine Name of Allah, I w ould like to stop for a short time at a
very important fact:
All of you know that solid bodies constitute entities that occupy certain spaces, for they have length,
breadth, height, w eight and mass... A point does not have a mass, but if it moves, it makes a line. If the line
moves, it makes a surface. If the surface moves, it makes a size… a point, a line, a surface, a size.
A solid body has a mass, i.e. it has length, breadth, height, and w eight. A plant has a mass and grow s. An
animal has a mass, grow s and moves. Man, how ever, has a mass, grow s, moves and thinks. The moment he
disuses his mind, he cancels his humanity and deteriorates to brutality. In other w ords, he w hose life is mere
eating and drinking, permissible and impermissible enjoyments, w ork and money, w ithout thinking of the One
Who created him, the One Who brought him into existence, w ithout thinking w here he has come from, w here he
shall end, or w hy, is a great loser. What is the value of a person w ho disuses his mind or uses it in things he
has not been created for? It means: if you buy a highly developed computer for tens of millions of pounds, but
you put it in the corner of the house and put your things on it, as if it w ere a table. Isn’t this a kind of disuse or
misuse of such priceless apparatus?! To use a highly sophisticated apparatus, w hich can give you – if you use
it properly – very accurate operations and information, but you use it as if it w ere a mere table to put things on?!
He w ho disuses his mind or misuses it for things it has not been created for is someone w ho cancels his
humanity and is dominated by brutality.
In fact, I have mentioned this introduction so that you know that Allah, Glorified and All-High, has endued man
w ith an ability to conceive things. But w hat should he conceive? What are the things he should conceive? This
is the question.
I have recently read that w hat is printed in one day all over the w orld and in only one language can not be

read in less than tw o hundred years. In other w ords, there are countless topics and publications. But w hat
should I read? And w hat shouldn’t I read? What should I care for? And w hat shouldn’t I care for? Such are
serious questions.
Therefore, selectivity is indispensable. You must select the serious topic and the important issue w hich have
to do w ith your end.
A man in a room w hose w alls are full of books from the floor to the ceiling, and after a few days he is going
to take a vital examination: If he passes such exam, he w ill achieve so may benefits. In such room there is only
one book relevant to the exam, so it is w ise and normal to leave all other books and study most carefully this
particular book.
Man has been given the ability to conceive; and he has been endued w ith an intelligent mind.
If you ask me w hat is the most important thing that Allah has created in the universe, I say that it is the human
mind. This is because the human mind is the essence of religious obligation. In other w ords, unless you had
such human mind, Allah w ouldn’t hold you responsible for your deeds. Moreover, the human mind is the means
w hereby you get to know Allah, Most Gracious.
We have previously said that there is a problem that can be solved only by seeking know ledge. Since all
mankind share the same human nature, anyone w ho, after being heedless of Allah, All-Mighty, Most Merciful,
got to know the things that a believer know s, he w ould certainly turn to Allah w ith true love and sincere
devotion, just as a true believer does. Should anyone know w hat the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, (PBUH),
knew , he w ould love Allah as much as His Messenger did. All humans are certainly of the same nature. Allah,
Most Gracious, says
“O m ankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single person (Adam ), and from him
He created his w ife (Eve), and from them both He created m any m en and w om en. And fear Allah
through Whom you dem and (your m utual rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the w om bs
(kinship). Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you.”
[IV; 1]

Therefore, all mankind share the same human nature. They have the same human qualities. But in w hat do
they differ from one another? … They differ in Know ledge…
That is w hy it has been said: An ignorant person can do more harm to himself than his enemies can ever do
to him.
Due to his ignorance, a farmer w ho had very profitable green houses bought a chemical w hich he used
w ithout reading the proper instructions of the producer. He used double the amount required and, therefore, all
his plants died immediately, and he incurred heavy losses. Such an ignorant person, w ho did not read or follow
the producer’s instructions, did more harm to himself than his enemies could ever do to him.
Hence, the problem is simply a problem of know ledge; and the more serious issue is that w hen man is visited
by death, he w ill get to know everything; and all things w ill be clear to him. He w ill certainly get to know the
truth; and everything w ill be unveiled to him. Pharaoh did see the truth that Moses, (PBUH), had already seen,
but only after it w as too late.
So the problem is that know ledge should be in the proper time, i.e. you should know the proper thing in the
proper time. In other w ords, you should select from among all human know ledge and information that w hich is
proper; and you should know it in the proper time.
Now , the question is: Why should w e get to know Allah? Is He not in no need to be know n? Allah, All-Mighty,
All-High, says
“…If you disbelieve, you and all that is on the earth together, then verily Allah is Rich (Free from all
needs), Ow ner of all Praise.”
[XIV; 8]

He also says in a Divine Hadith

“O My slaves! If the first and the last ones of you, and the jinn and hum ans from am ong you, had
the heart of the m ost dutiful and pious one from am ong you, that w ould not increase a thing in My
Kingdom . O My slaves! If the first and the last ones of you, and the jinn and hum ans from am ong
you, had the heart of the m ost rebellious and irreligious one from am ong you, that w ould not
decrease a thing from My Kingdom ….”
[narrated by Muslim and At-Tirmithi]

Why should w e know Allah? We know Him simply in order to w orship Him; and w e shall never w orship Him
unless w e know Him. But w hy should w e w orship Him? In order to be happy w ith Him, and in order to achieve
the purpose of His creating us. Allah, Most Gracious,, says
“Except him on w hom your Lord has bestow ed His Mercy, and for that did He create them . And
the Word of your Lord has been proved true: ‘Surly, I shall fill Hell w ith jinn and m en all together.”
[XI; 119]

Therefore, w e know Him, then w e w orship Him and be happy w ith Him. That is w hy our Lord, All-Mighty,
All-High, also says “
And I created not the jinn and m ankind except that they should w orship Me (Alone).”
[LI; 56]

Be careful not to forget the above Quranic Verse all your life!
As you know , w orship is voluntary obedience mixed w ith sincere love based on definitive know ledge and
leads to eternal happiness.
From among billions and billions of issues and topics, w hat is the most important topic or issue? It is simply to
know Allah, Glorified and Exalted, because, as it has been mentioned in Prophetic Tradition, it is called out to a
deceased person w ho has just been buried:
“O My slave! They have gone back and left you alone; and in the earth have they buried you. And if
they stayed w ith you, they w ould avail you nothing. No one has rem ained for you except Me; and I
am the Ever-Living, Who never passes aw ay.”
You have to know that your end and final return w ill be to Him, because you shall inevitably return to Him,
and you shall come alone and by yourself unto Him and leave everything. All the things you have achieved in
your lifetime w ill be lost in one second; and there w ill be Allah, Alone, w ith you.
The Messenger of Allah, (PBUH), said
“O Qais! You have a com panion that w ill be buried alive w ith you, and you w ill be buried dead w ith
it. If it is noble, it w ill honor you; but if it is evil, it w ill let you dow n. Verily, it is your w ork.”
Therefore, from among the billions and billions of topics and issues, there is only one most important topic
and issue: to know Allah, All-Mighty, Most Majestic. And perhaps you have already know n that He is the
Creator, you have already know n that He is the Lord, you have already know n that He is the True God, and you
have already know n some of His Beautiful Divine Names and Attributes. And this lecture, by Allah’s Grace and
Help, contains a little tour round one of Allah’s Beautiful Divine Names: Al-Quddous (The Holy).
At the university, w e learned that a good teacher is someone w ho can speak not only eloquently and
attractively but also interestingly and for a long time w ithout preparation, because he has a lot of relevant
information concerning things he has experienced and stored in his mind. Whenever he desires to speak about
something, his tongue goes fluently and attractively. Therefore, don’t you think that if you are asked
“What do you know about your Lord, Allah, Who has created you and brought you into

existence?”, you should give a clear answ er?! Allah, Most Gracious, says, “Has there not been
over m an a period of tim e w hen he w as not a thing w orth m entioning?”
[LXXVI; 1]

It is He Who has provided you w ith sustenance and survival. It is He Who gave you the air; He gave you the
w ater; He gave you the food; He gave you your family; He gave you children; He gave you your mind w hereby
you acquire know ledge and earn money among many other things; He also provided you w ith enlightenment and
guided you to Him. If you w ere asked, “What do you know about Allah?”, shouldn’t your answ er be attractive
and interesting?! This is the question.
When by Allah’s Help I decided to cover in every tw o lectures one of Allah’s Beautiful Names and Attributes,
my intention w as to know Allah, All-Mighty, All-High, because such know ledge must necessarily be conducive
to good manners and strict adherence to Allah’s religion. I do not believe that man’s know ledge brings him no
good, because w hen man reads something, he reacts; and w hen he learns something, he w ishes to reap the
fruits of such know ledge.
The Beautiful Divine Name of Allah, w hich w e are going to talk about is Al-Quddous (The Holy). This Name
occurs in tw o Quranic Verses, first of w hich is:
“He is Allah: There is no god but Him , the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of
security, the Watcher over His creatures, the All-Mighty, the Com peller, the Suprem e. Glory be to
Allah! (High is He) above all that they associate as partners w ith Him .”
[LIX; 23]

The second is:
“Whatsoever is in the heavens and w hatsoever is in the earth glorifies Allah. His is the Kingdom ,
and to Him belong all the praises and thanks, and He is Pow erful over all things.”
[LXIV; 1]

The Arabic w ord “Al-Quddous” denotes holiness and purity. “Al-Qudus” means cleanliness and purity; and
“At-Tattheer” is purification. “Al-Ard Al-Muqaddasah” is the holy land. Paradise is called “Hatheerata-l-Quds”
because it purifies from sins and misdeeds of the resent w orld. Gabriel is called “The Holy Spirit” because he is
pure from any defects in communicating Divine Revelation. And in Allah’s Words about His holy angels, w e read
“And (rem em ber) w hen your Lord said to the angels, ‘Verily, I am going to place (m ankind)
generations after generations on the earth.’ They said, ‘Will You place therein those w ho w ill
m ake m ischief therein and shed blood, w hile w e glorify You w ith praises and thanks and purify
ourselves for You.’ He (Allah) said, ‘I know that w hich you know not.’”
[II; 30]

The above Verses show that the angels purify and sanctify themselves in order to be w ell-prepared to turn
to Allah w ith obedience and devotion, w hich is also man’s duty in the life of the present w orld. In other w ords,
man has to purify himself in order to attain a laudable position w ith Allah, the All-Mighty King.
You all know that w hen someone is invited to an important high-leveled meeting, he takes special care of his
apparel: his clothes, colors of his clothes…etc. He is also very careful about his movements and gestures. That
is w hy the angels here say
“w hile w e glorify You w ith praises and thanks and purify ourselves for You.”
Do you believe that man’s mission in the life of the present w orld is strictly to purify himself so that he
becomes w ell-qualified to be near Allah in Paradise. This is because Allah is pure, and therefore, He does not
accept in His Company except those w ho are pure.

In the Divine Hadith, Allah, Most Gracious, says
“My slave! You have purified your apparel before other hum ans for years. Why don’t you purify
your apparel before Me for one hour?!”
Man paints and decorates his house, beautifies the entrance to his house and his reception room. He adorns
his car. He w ears elegant clothes. Why? Such is man’s apparel before other humans. But man’s apparel before
the Lord is his heart:
“…w hile w e glorify You w ith praises and thanks and purify ourselves for You.”
Thus, you should take special care of the apparel of your ow n inner self (i.e. your heart and soul) so that
you may be allow ed to be w ith the holy Prophets, true believers, martyrs and righteous people on the Day of
Judgment. What a good company!
The accurate point w hich needs special elaboration in this lecture is that in defining this Beautiful Divine
Name of Allah, Al-Quddous (The Holy), it is taken to mean that Allah is free from any attribution of perfection.
This is a problematic notion! What is this? It is indeed a serious and unfamiliar notion to say that Allah is free
from any perfection as conceived by the human mind. The answ er to this is that w hen man conceives himself,
he sees in himself qualities of both perfection and imperfection. Know ledge is perfection and so are patience,
forbearance, hearing, seeing, w ill, and life. All such qualities denote perfection, w hile ignorance, blindness,
deafness, muteness, impatience, malice, and w ickedness are all qualities of imperfection. Thus, man sees that
there are qualities of perfection and others of imperfection. Therefore, w hen he desires to praise and glorify
Allah, All-Mighty, All-High, he attributes to Allah qualities of perfection that he himself know s. But Allah,
Al-Quddous (The Holy) is Free from all anthropomorphic qualities of perfection that man attributes to himself or
imagines. In other w ords, w hatever qualities of perfection you might think of do not apply to Allah, for He is far
above them. To this effect, Allah, All-Mighty, says
“The Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has m ade for you m ates from yourselves, and for
the cattle (also) m ates. By this m eans He creates you (in the w om bs). There is nothing like Him ;
and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”
[XLII; 11]

Allah, All-Mighty and Exalted, is not like one’s father, nor is He like a teacher. He is far Exalted above all
anthropomorphic qualities or attributes. Is Allah merciful as a father is to his son? No! Sometimes a father has
mercy on his son in an ignorant w ay that causes him harm and destruction. But Allah is Merciful and
All-Know ing; and His Divine Mercy is associated w ith His Absolute Divine Wisdom and Know ledge.
Therefore, w hen man desires to praise Allah, All-Mighty, All-High, he attributes to Him his anthropomorphic
qualities of perfection. He says: Allah, Glorified and Exalted, is Quddous (Holy) in the sense that He is Free from
any anthropomorphic attribute of human perfection. He is far Exalted above that; and He is Free from all perfect
qualities of human beings, and more fitting for Him is that He is Free from any attributes or qualities of
imperfection, w hether human or non-human. He is even far above any quality or attribute that human beings can
ever imagine. In other w ords, Allah, Most Gracious, is Free from any attributes or qualities that human beings
can ever imagine.
For example, one of the meanings of the Arabic w ords “Allahu Akbar” (Allah is The Greatest) is that
w hatever you know about Allah, All-Mighty, All-Majestic, Allah is far Exalted above that. He is far above
w hatever you know about Him. That is one meaning. Also, the w ords “Al-Quddous” (The Holy) mean that Allah
is Free from, and far Exalted above, all attributes or qualities that man can ever imagine. He is Free from, and far
Exalted above all anthropomorphic elements or qualities. Moreover, unless Allah, Most Gracious, allow s man to
give anthropomorphic attributes of perfection to Him, attributing such anthropomorphic qualities and attributes to
Allah w ould have been sinful and censured. You say, “Allah is “Raheem” (Merciful), Allah is “‘Adil” (Just), Allah
is “Lateef” (Kind), Allah is “Haleem” (Forbearing). When you say “Allah is “Haleem” (Forbearing), you might think
that He is like man, and He forbears w hen He is angered… He is “Quddous” (Holy) in the sense that He is Far

Exalted Above such imagined notions and attributes. I hope I have made the point clear enough. Is it clear? Have
you got it?
A know ledgeable holy person addressed another know ledgeable holy one: “O so and so! Don’t you yearn
for Allah, All-Mighty, All-Majestic?” “No. I sw ear by Allah that I do not yearn for Him. I take refuge w ith Allah!
What is that you are saying?! When w as He aw ay from me so that I yearn for Him? When w as He aw ay from
me?!” He replied.
Another holy know ledgeable person w as asked, “O Imam! When w as Allah (i.e. came into existence)?” He
replied, “When w asn’t He?”, i.e. “When w as He not existing so that you ask me ‘When w as Allah?’”
Now , another more advanced meaning of Allah’s Name “Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is that He is Free from any
quality or attribute that can be conceived or imagined by the human mind or perceived by the human senses. But
to say “He is far Exalted above any imperfection” is almost impolite to Allah, All-Mighty, All-Majestic.
If you w ere in the presence of a great man, and you said to him, “O Master! I have told people about you.” He
asks you, “What did you tell them?” And you say, “I told them that your Majesty is not a liar!” What is this? Does
he accept that from you? Would you praise a king as not being a liar? Scholars say that if you do this, it w ould
be impolite. Couldn’t you see in the king anything positive w hen you negated his being a liar?! Moreover, there is
a rule w hich says that negation of something is part of conceiving it, i.e. if you negate a defect or an
imperfection from a person, then it means that there is a possibility that he may have such a defect or
imperfection. Therefore, it is impolite to say: Allah, Glorified and All-High, is Free from any defects or
imperfection. Such a saying w ould be impolite.
One of the definitions of “Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is that He is Free from any needs. But you, human being,
are in need of countless things. You are poor: all your personality, intelligence, know ledge, pow er over other
people, patience, endurance…all vanish before a drink of w ater w hen you are thirsty.
A w ise man addressed a Caliph, “O Commander of the Faithful! How much w ould pay for this glass of w ater
if it w ere w ithheld from you?” “Half of my kingdom!” The Caliph replied. “And if it w ere prevented from going out
from you (i.e. if you w ere prevented from urinating it), how much w ould you pay?” The man asked. The Caliph
said, “I pay the other half of my kingdom!”
You are in need of air; and if it w ere w ithheld from you, you w ould buy it for the treasures of the present
w orld.
A traveler w as once crossing the desert on a camel on w hich he had his food and drink. When he felt tired,
he sat dow n for some rest. But he suddenly fell asleep. When he w oke up, he couldn’t find his camel, on w hich
he had put his food and drink. He felt sure that he w as going to die, and he began to cry in sorrow . He fell
asleep once again. But after some time, he w oke up to find a tree in the distance and w as, therefore, filled w ith
hope. He hurried to the tree to find beside it a spring of fresh w ater. He drank some w ater and sat in the shade
of the tree. Suddenly, he found a purse w hich he thought w as full of food. He w as very happy, but, alas, w hen
he opened the purse, he found some jew els in it. He cried out in sorrow , “What a pity! These are jew els!”
What’s the good of jew els w hen one is in bad need of food? Jew els are valuable in the city, but not in the
desert w hen one is in bad need of food and drink. He cried out, “If only there w ere food in the purse! What a
pity! There are only jew els in the purse! What shall I do w ith them in the desert?!”
It is said that in World War II, a dough of bread w as sold for a Guinea of gold.
Therefore, man is w eak. He needs air, w ater, food, family, entertainers, lovers, …etc. To this effect, Allah,
All-Mighty, says
“O m ankind! It is you w ho stand in need of Allah. But Allah is Free from all needs, Worthy of all
Praise.”
[XXXV; 15]

“Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is He Who is Pure from all needs, Who is Self-Sufficient, Whom all creatures need,
and Who is Free from all kinds of imperfection.
“Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is He Who is not confined by place or is w orn out by time. No human mind could
ever imagine or conceive Him; and no hand or pow er is stretched in His Kingdom w ithout His Decree and
Foreordainment.

He is “Quddous” (Holy) in Himself, but He makes holy His obedient devoted slaves.
When w e say that someone is holy, it means that he is pure, because holiness w ithout purity is nonsense.
Someone is holy means that he is straightforw ard, he is chaste, he is pure, he is kind-hearted and
magnanimous, he has good intentions, there is no hatred or malice in his heart, he never cheats, his eyes do not
look at indecent or unlaw ful things, he alw ays w atches his tongue, and he never utters indecent or unlaw ful
w ords. In other w ords, a person is not holy unless he is free from impurities or qualities of perfection.
It has been said that “Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is He Who sanctified the souls of the dutiful and obedient from
sins and misdeeds and took the evil ones by the forelock.
“Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is He Who purified the hearts of His friends. In other w ords, each and every human
being must necessarily have a heart, w hich must be either as precious as a jew el or as w orthless as a stone.
Allah, Most Gracious, says
“And surely We have created for Hell m any of the jinn and m ankind. They have hearts therew ith
they understand not; and they have eyes therew ith they see not; and they have ears therew ith
they hear not. They are like cattle; nay they are even m ore astray; those! They are the heedless
ones.”
[VII; 179]

But the more man gets near to Allah, All-Mighty, All-Majestic, the more magnanimous and kind-hearted he
becomes and the more pure his heart is, because it is filled w ith love for Allah, Most Gracious.
In other w ords, there is a very big difference betw een one human heart and another: one that is as elevated
as the sky, and another that is as low as the earth; one is as pure as a diamond and another is as blurred and
contaminated as dirty w ater. Hearts are of different types; and the human heart is the Lord’s house and the
total sum of man’s faith. To this effect, Allah,. Most Gracious, says
“The Day w hereon neither w ealth nor sons w ill avail, except him w ho brings to Allah a clean pure
heart.”
[XXVI; 88,89]

By the Grace of Allah, Most Gracious, this lecture is intended to help man clean and purify his heart from all
defects and impurities and motivate him to strive to adorn his heart w ith all kinds of perfection and purity.
Scholars hold that “Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is He Who purifies the hearts of His friends from feeling at home
or relying on familiar things of the life of the present w orld. This is because man is alw ays in a state of being
consumed and w orn out: his food and drink, his home, his children, his sustenance, his shop and storehouse,
his factory and w orkshop, his job, his position, his health, his heart, his veins and arteries – man is consumed in
every sense of the w ord. Worries of the life of the present w orld consume him. But the heart of a true sincere
devoted w orshipper consumes and is not consumed. This is because he consumes the present w orld by
know ing Allah; and he never allow s the present w orld to consume him. A true believer dominates over his
desires and is never dominated by them. A true believer controls his ow n self, and does not allow his ow n self
to control him. A true believer adheres to good moral values and never disdain or abuse them. A true believer
enjoys a high moral standard to w hich he sticks and has an elevated level of know ledge that he never deviates
from. He has an exalted ethical and aesthetic standard. A true believer has a unique personality.
Scholars also say that “Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is He Who purifies the souls of His w orshippers by keeping
them aw ay from sinful deeds or follow ing lusty evil desires and caprices. “Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is He Who
purifies the hearts of true believers from love for the present w orld. “Al-Quddous” (The Holy) is He Who purifies
the hearts of those w ho know Him and are conscious of Him from everything except Him. He purifies the hearts
of w orshippers, the hearts of true believers and the hearts of those w ho know Him and are conscious of Him.
Worshippers are qualified by their being obedient to Allah. They turn to Him w ith faithful w orship and sincere
devotion. And true believers look forw ard to Allah’s Good Promise and Generous Recompense and shun all
things that make them lose His Love.
If you desire to be the richest of all people, be more confident in that w hich is in Allah’s Hands than that

w hich is in your ow n hands. If you desire to be the noblest and most honorable of all people, be dutiful and
obedient to Allah. And if you desire to be the strongest of all people, trust in Allah. To this effect, Allah, Most
Merciful, says
“So put your trust in Allah; surely, you are on m anifest truth.”
[XXVII; 79]

He also says
“So do not becom e w eak nor be sad, and you w ill be superior if you are indeed true believers.”
[III; 139]

Feelings of oppression, feelings of subjugation and feelings of humiliation are not know n to a true believer
w ho know s that all his affairs and matters are in the Allah’s Hand and that Allah is the One Who has the
Beautiful Divine Names and Attributes.
That is w hy w henever befallen by a mischief, the holy Prophet, Muhammad, (PBUH), used to invoke:
“There is no god but Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. There is no god but Allah, the
All-Know ing, the All-Wise. There is no god but Allah. All things are in Your Hand, o Lord, and You
are Most Gracious, Most Merciful.”
And that is w hy the one w ho reads Allah’s Holy Quran never feels sad or depressed. He w ho reads Allah’s
Holy Quran is never unhappy or depressed because he know s – through the Holy Quran – that all matters and
issues are in the Hand of Allah: “Be! And it is”. As for man, everything is limited, everything is rationed; but
Allah’s Divine Favors are Infinite and Unlimited.
When those w ho know Allah set out to do anything, they set out by Allah; w hen they speak, they speak by
Allah; At all times and under all circumstances, their hearts are constantly conscious of Allah.
Are you a true believer? Have you covenanted Allah, All-Mighty, All-Majestic? In w eal and w oe, in poverty
and richness, in health and illness, w hen you have a job or are unemployed, w hether married or single,
w hether you ow n a dw elling or not, Allah w ill get to you:
“Am ong the believers are m en w ho have been true to their covenant w ith Allah; of them som e
have fulfilled their obligations (i.e. have been m artyred), and som e of them are still w aiting, but
they have never changed in the least.”
[XXXII; 23]

Some know ledgeable men said: “May Allah let us taste even a bit of that w hich He let them (i.e. those true
believers mentioned in the above Verse) taste, for He is the Ow ner of every Grace”.
Yes, indeed: the taste of nearness; and he w ho tastes know s. To talk about nearness is something and to
taste it is something else. And there is a great difference betw een pronouncing “one million Guineas of gold”
and possessing them.
Now then, w hat is our relationship, w e believers, w ith this Divine Name? It has been said: He w ho know s
this Divine Name of Allah purifies himself from follow ing his desires and caprices. In other w ords, if you really
desire to be alw ays w ith Allah, you have to free yourself not only from sins and defects but everything except
Allah as w ell, so that He, the Know er of the Unseen, may accept you.
Therefore, he w ho know s this Name of Allah has to purify himself from follow ing his desires and caprices,
so that he may reach the rank of “Ihsan” (Perfection of deeds), w hich means “to w orship Allah as if you saw
Him, w ith fear and love, for even if you cannot see Him, He can see you”. Such is the state of w atchfulness
(w ith Allah).
Scholars say: He w ho know s this Divine Name purifies himself from follow ing his desires and caprices,
purifies his w ealth from unlaw ful or dubious things; and he w ho know s this Divine Name purifies his time from

the sin of w rong-doing… Be careful that He sees you w here He has commanded you to be and misses you
w here he has forbidden you to be. At the time of a religious lecture, w here are you? In the House of Allah… At
the time of the Friday Prayer, w here are you? The time betw een the Daw n Prayer and sunrise, w here are you?
In your bed or in the mosque? He must see you w here He has commanded you to be and miss you w here He
has forbidden you to be. In the streets crow ded w ith indecently dressed w omen, are you is such evil streets?
Nay, by Allah! He is in one of Allah’s Houses.
Be careful to be seen w here Allah has commanded you to be and be absent from places w here He has
forbidden you to be.
As scholars say: He w ho know s this Name purifies his time from w rong-doing, his heart from the w ay of
heedlessness and his soul from idle life.
Idle life is to stay w ith one’s w ife and children and prefer them to Allah’s Good Pleasure… They tell you:
“Stay w ith us; enough religious lectures; aren’t you fed up w ith religious lectures?” And you stay w ith them and
go w ith them on a picnic that takes you aw ay from a religious lecture. He w ho know s this Name purifies himself
from follow ing his desires and caprices, purifies his w ealth from unlaw ful or dubious things, purifies his time
from sinful w rong-doing, purifies his heart from w ays of misdeeds and deviation, purifies his soul from idle life,
purifies his secrecy from being w atched or observed. Does anyone see me? He enters the mosque in order to
perform prayer, and he meets some brothers there. He stands up to pray in veneration and submission.. No.. Do
not mind other creatures! Mind your ow n Creator! Those can avail you nothing! You have a special status w ith
Allah; and such status is not elevated by the praise of those w ho praise you neither can it be debased by the
dispraise of those w ho dispraise you.
I give you this example, w hich I alw ays repeat: If you have a kilo of a precious metal, gold, for example,
w hich some ignorant people think cheap or valueless, it does not matter for you if such ignorant people think it is
cheap so long as it has a great value. But if you have a kilo of a cheap metal, and by your cleverness and
eloquent speech you w ere able to convince people that it is gold, it is all in vain and w ill do you no good.
Therefore, he w ho know s himself w ill not be harmed by w hatever people say about him, because his
goodness is intrinsic (i.e. from inside himself).
People of good know ledge said: He w ho know s Allah’s Divine Name “Al-Quddous” does not humble himself
to any other creature, neither does he stand in submission before a rich person. One of the Prophet’s
Companions shook hands w ith him. He felt so blessed and happy and said: “By Allah! I shall never touch w ith
my hand anything that is not holy.” And he lived for eighty years and he did not touch his private part w ith his
hand, w ith w hich he touched the Prophet’s holy hand. Why? Because w hen he shook hands w ith the Prophet
(PBUH), his hand became so sacred for him.
Well, does it befit him w ho w orships his Lord and turns to Him w ith obedience, love and devotion, to humiliate
himself to a creature?! … After having know n Allah’s Divine Name “Al-Quddous” and having been blessed by
know ing Allah, Most Gracious, it is impossible that he humiliates himself to any creature. That is w hy he w ho
stands in humiliation and submission to a rich person, loses tw o thirds of his religion.
Make all your honor w ith your Lord,
It stands firm and deeply rooted.
If you get your honor from som eone that passes aw ay,
Your honor w ill, likew ise, pass aw ay.
A true believer receives a special kind of treatment from Allah, All-Mighty, All-Majestic. The proof is:
“And rem em ber Thu-n Noun (Jonah), w hen he w ent off in anger, and im agined that We w ould not
punish him ! But he cried out through the darkness: ‘There is no god but You (O Allah)! Glorified
and Exalted are You! Truly, I have been of the w rong-doers.”
[XXI; 87]

And the answ er that came from his Lord became a Divine Law :

“And We answ ered his call and delivered him from the distress; and thus We do deliver the
believers.”
[ibid; 88]

By Allah! This Quranic Verse, alone, fills man w ith tranquility, peace, happiness, dignity, and honor
“and thus We do deliver the believers.”
Scholars said: He w ho know s Allah’s Name “Al-Quddous” never humbles himself to any creature because
his soul has become sanctified by his know ledge of Allah, Most Gracious. Therefore, it is impossible that he
humbles himself to anyone except Allah, All-Mighty, All-Majestic.
And he w ho know s Allah’s Divine Name “Al-Quddous” never magnifies any creature in his heart w hereby he
has know n Him. His heart, w hich has magnified Allah, All-Mighty, All-Majestic, is impossible to magnify w ith Him
anyone else!
“They sw ear by Allah to you in order to please you, but it is m ore fitting that they should please
Allah and His Messenger, if they are believers.”
[IX; 62]

This Quranic Verse show s clearly that pleasing the Messenger of Allah is the same as pleasing Allah.
Scholars also said: He w ho really know s Allah’s Name Al-Quddous must never care about w hatever things
he may miss after having found his Lord. Such is a crystal clear fact.
I seek Your Good Pleasure even if life is bitter,
And I seek Your satisfaction even if all m ankind are dissatisfied.
And let that w hich is betw een You and m e be firm ly established,
Even if that w hich is betw een the w hole w orld and m e is destroyed.
If good links are built up w ith you, everything turns out fair and easy,
And all that is on the ashes is ash.
***
Had your eyes seen of Our Beauty that w hich they have seen,
You w ould not have turned aw ay from Us to any other ones.
And had your ears heard Our Beautiful Words,
You w ould have taken off the cloak of pride and com e unto Us.
Therefore, he w ho know s Allah’s Name “Al-Quddous” does not care about w hatever things he misses after
having found Him.
I have read something about Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq, the venerable Companion and Caliph, may Allah be
pleased w ith him: w ords that I never forget, namely that he never regretted anything that he missed from the
present w orld.
Now , he w ho seeks Him should never give up before he gets to Him after having set off to Him. Such are
very delicate w ords that need elaboration.
Once you have sought Allah, Most Gracious, nothing should cause you to give up, no problem, no danger, no
fancy, no threat, no poverty, nothing at all. Such is real truthfulness, i.e. truthfulness of direction.
People of understanding said: He w ho know s this Divine Name should double up his efforts until Allah
purifies him from his defects and faults.
He has some faults in his ow n soul. But the comforting fact is that physical defects, i.e. defects of the body,
end w ith death, w hatever such defects or illnesses might be. For example, if someone’s hand is inflicted, or his
vision is w eak, or his back aches, w hen he is visited by the angel of death all his physical problems end for
ever. In other w ords, all physical illnesses end by death, but all illnesses of the heart begin w ith death. “People

are asleep, but w hen they die, they w ake up.”
Man’s indulgence in his w orldly desires and caprices disables him from considering his faults and defects,
but once he is separated from his desires and caprices, his faults and defects come up to burn him.
In Al-Jami’ As-Sagheer book of Prophetic Hadith w e read:
“Verily, on the Day of Resurrection, disgrace befalls the person so m uch so that he says, ‘O Lord!
Your sending m e to Hell-Fire is easier for m e than w hat I am suffering (from disgrace)!’ although
he know s how m uch torm ent is there in it (Hell-Fire).”
[Al-Jami’ As-Sagheer: narrated by Jabir]

Psychological pains, pains of regret, feelings of disappointment and loss are all confirmed by Allah’s Words,
“Say, ‘Shall w e tell you (w ho are) the greatest losers in respect of deeds?’ Those w hose efforts
have been w asted in this life w hile they thought that they w ere acquiring good by their deeds.
They are those w ho deny the Signs of their Lord and the Meeting w ith Him (in the Hereafter), so
their w orks are in vain, and on the Day of Resurrection, We shall assign no w eight for them . Hell
shall be their recom pense, for they disbelieved and took My Signs and My Messengers by w ay of
jest and m ockery.”
[XVIII; 103-106]

Know ledgeable people said: He w ho know s this Divine Name should double up his efforts until Allah purifies
him from all his defects and faults, purifies him from all his sins and misdeeds, and purifies his heart from all
impurities, so that he may turn to Allah w ith true faith and sincere devotion.
People of good know ledge said: Of the etiquettes of know ing this Divine Name is that he w ho know s it
should double up his efforts until Allah purifies him from all his defects and impurities in all his conditions and
purifies his heart from all its impurities and defects, so that he may turn to Allah w ith true love, sincere devotion
and truthful obedience at all times.
They said: He w ho purifies his tongue from slander and backbiting, Allah purifies his heart from slander and
brings him nearer to Him, and he w ho purifies his eyes from looking at indecencies, Allah purifies his secrecy
from all barriers.
If man abstains from looking at unlaw ful or indecent things, Allah opens his insight to the truth; but if he looks
at unlaw ful or indecent things, Allah eclipses his insight from the truth.
If man purifies his tongue from calumny, slander and backbiting, Allah brings him nearer to Him.
The follow ing Quranic Verse sums up the w hole thing:
“ – ‘w hile w e glorify You w ith praises and thanks and sanctify You.’ He (Allah) said, ‘I know that
w hich you know not.’”
[II; 30]

It means that w e purify ourselves in order to deserve to be w ith You, o Lord, in Your Paradise, w ith
believers, w ith Prophets and Messengers, w ith the truthful and faithful, and w ith the righteous.
Be committed to Allah’s Commands and Enjoinments and leave all things up to Him! Stand in prayer w ith
veneration so that Allah may confer upon you His Grace! Try to perform prayer w ith your children so that Allah
may guide them to the Straight Path! Purify their outer apparel so that Allah may purify their inner selves. Their
outer apparel is your job but their inner selves are in Allah’s Care and Disposal.
Do not despair even if you see someone indulged up to his ears in the most horrible sins: reconciliation w ith
Allah can be effected in a single instant.
“When a slave turns to Allah (w ith sincere repentance), it is called out in the heavens and the
earth: ‘Congratulate so and so, as he has been reconciled w ith Allah!’”

I end up my lecture w ith the follow ing w ords in the hope that you keep them in your minds:
Verily, a good deed has brightness on the face, light in the heart, magnitude of sustenance, strength in the
body, and love in the hearts of other fellow humans.
Does not the one of us w ish to be like that: a face as bright as the illuminating sun, an enlightened heart,
good sustenance, a strong body, love in the hearts of other fellow humans?!
One of the scholars of Egypt lived for a hundred and thirty years; and another of Syria lived for ninety-six
years. He w as said to have an upright stature, good sight and hearing, a mouth full of teeth, red cheeks, and a
strong body. Whenever asked: “What is this good health?!”, he w ould answ er, “O son! We have protected them
(our parts of body from sins and misdeeds) w hen w e w ere young, so Allah protected them for us in our old
age.”
O Allah! Let us enjoy our hearing, seeing and strength so long as You grant us life.
They also said: A sin has blackness on the face, darkness in the heart and grave, w eakness in the body,
narrow ness in sustenance [to the same effect, the Messenger of Allah, (PBUH), says
“Man m ay be deprived of sustenance because of a sin that he com m its.”
And hatred in the hearts of fellow humans. Most dangerously, sins and misdeeds make man w orthless in the
sight of his Lord, Allah, as w ell as other fellow humans… If Allah’s Commands are disrespected by people, they
become w orthless to Him.
One final piece of advice: If you are dutiful to Allah by shunning unlaw ful things, you are a repentant. If you
abstain from committing dubious things, you are of those w ho purify themselves. If you do not care for
unnecessary things, you w ill be safe from long accountability. And if you hasten to serve your Lord, Allah, you
w ill be generously recompensed.
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